A school shell-shocked by 9/11 uses art to heal
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Manhatian®s Publie S<hool 26 =
encouriing siudenis wexpress Bwir logl-
imgs Brough a1 after children there saw
images they'll mever Torget on Sepl. [
Saudeinn watched the Twin Towmes bum
fram ihew clessroom windows. Much
werrsn Than 1hat, |4 siudenis loal parests of
close relairves in the 1erpanial aliseks

Ihe World Trede Ceiiler was in &
“direet line of sight™ from classroom
winduves anid on thal awiial luesday
muorning Mudenis “coulds’l help bl gee
It* collapse, according te school princi-
pal v Leonard Golubchick, known o
Bl ps “Pw G7 Although they were wm-
lally unsure whether the sehool sould
be evacuaied, admanismloes wenl o

gach classrosm o reassae siudoss ol

their waliety. Scheol officials stayed umil
T i Decsse soene pareses hed diffl-
culty picking up their childrm

s, 30, like all schools hebow [4ih
81, woae gloged oo three digs folluwing
ihe allpcks. During that tme. disenicl ofli-
cials mei io discuss response sirsbepios io
e simeigency.

When the schisal reapened, W was
{oundd thm 14 suedents bal losl relulives
while oter Bimilics were lefl bomaless
anilior pobdess =We tried 1o bring people
popeiber af o Temily sl o & comimiin-
o, eaplaimed Colubchick

iolsbehick ecoumaged leachers o
helj the stalenis express @i leeligs
rough mi i his desroral rescarch
Golubchsck bad sbafied with Dr. Bruno
Hettlemnn, & psychologes and celobraled
autliod in lsreel. Bestleman had worked
weith the children ol kibbute whao slept in
bomb sheliers lor lear of mghtly alacks

from Syrisn missiles. He found the ans 1o
b2 ae elfective imediom dwough which
chiliren could convey their emations.
The sludenis’ “drawings and writings ini-
tiadly reflecied o detmiled accound of what
kappened” said Credubehick

Hem Tilberavweig, § relired goinlen
principal fom Junior High School 22,
wiilch wus closed last yeor, does special
grafis wiih the children of PS8, 200 In
maili-grwle classes, rpiﬂillu-drl.:t'rﬂiiuﬂ
specinlisl Lisy Radioed had siedemis
wrile journal enres in which they splil
by puges in hall and wrote whs had
happened on Sepl. 11 and aferwends on
ong side and how by el abini it o the
pther side. The siudents’ wark v dis-
played arnumd the schoaol, although somo
off il liss s been isken down so that tho
sladenis can begin o (bous on other
thirgrs, accorling by Zlhersweig

Filtereweig said thal an is especial-
Iy Batljplul & P50 hécdise many Slu-
derts do ot spenk Eoglish ax Seir pii-
mary leeguags. Ower 10 porcent ol the
sludent body s Muslim and 58 percent
e froemn |Lailes A icnces codlrie.

Many special projects wane alse
underimken in conjunciion with  the
Henry 51 Senlemest, o social-servioe
and arms sgency Ths has worked wlih the
schood for ower oaghil years, The seatle-
ment’s mission i 80 “provide aris 1o the
people wim might not be affluent,”
acxurding i Heiry 51 Depaay Dhaszios
Susam Flemingorn

| mddiilon in sending mrirsts o work
directly with sdents, the setilement
Bazuse jmplemented § prugrans o frmin
Euchers  icough 4 gl [roem  1he
Mutional Ersfuwment [or the Humasilici

The grant™s thess i “A ‘Wl Thruigh
e Lower East Sido,™ and “theough van-
i gt forena, ghe chaldren leam =ills bul
also become expressive about their ideas
and emobiong,” sl Flemssger, who
describes arl a3 "a way of warking
il these Feelings” thm children
have had gler the allacks

Moy 50, Selitbemenil alse works
with PS5, 30's afier-schood program,
which was extended through & grani
given o the schaal by The Afler Schoal
Corporalics [TASC) ihrough danatiang
from The Mev York Timaes,

The Henry 51 Sestlement's projects
include mrehitesisre, cemimics, #or-
ielling, thealer and dance. Fleminger
altritesies the success of the PS. 20 peo-
Eram o Cedutchick, “He™s made # possi-
ble for the children there 1o really experi-
ence d full mage of the ae," she mid.

The students brought their work B
local police and fire stalions in give @
the vificen. The schaol, which was bisisd
on o Hoard of Edecation Web sile a8
Exiitgh allecied by the crisis, received a ot

Vi grs o fy L--u-l.-
P 20 Principal Leomard 4D, 3" Golubehick sianids in fromi of n pesce murs|
Minmrsuls fesiilemts aeil the selbool sfter Sepr. 11.

of sepport from the commamity, as well.
The Bed Cross senl & seeial warker i the
school and mepresenlives lroim the fed-
eral  povernmamd’s  Prajeci  Libaordy
warked with the studenis.

“Peaple came (rom all over the
Umited Staies, bringing presests for the
chilifren, Blankeis for the children,” said
Radicd. Ewery ohild 0 the schoaol
mevivad a wihly bear o ldaha’s Sials
Police and the American Aulcenchile
Associabon Besidents of Mow York kills,
Minresols, sent & peace mural of hands
that s haiigs i the sehoal's mediuse um,

The schaal has alse beem bomtsanded
willi reponers om ChN, CBY, AR,
The Mew Yark Posl, The Daily Mews and
Thie Mew Yok Times, Bui Golubchick hos
eem prective of the sludents s leach-
ers, espeoially of those sludests who e
femily irembem in the alincks; ns be did
for this aricle, he discoumgss the meidla
fram irying o intlerview them. “There's
really [been] enough,” Codubchick said
R, vwe vt i keave the Tamilics along
m peacs”



