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INAUGURATION DAY 2009

On January 20, 2009, we will inaugurate Barack Obama as President of the United States of America.  On this historic day, we encourage you to challenge your students to think creatively about what this special day means for their future and the future of our country.  Encourage your students to explore the following questions:
1. HOPE and CHANGE were key words for President-elect Barack Obama during his campaign. How might these words translate into action in the next four years of the Obama administration? What might the presidency of Barack Obama mean for the future of our country?
2. What makes this inauguration day historic? What are examples of past and present day individuals and events which enabled the election of the first Black president in the United States?

3. What needs to be changed in our country? What do you want President-elect Barack Obama and his cabinet to change about our country? 
4. What can we do as students in our schools to be an ongoing part of the movement for change?
5. How does the election of President-elect Obama inform your opinion about the role of race and the state of race relations in this country?
6. Michelle Obama is a graduate of Princeton University and Harvard Law School and a devoted mother of two daughters.  What role do you believe she will choose to play as First Lady and why?

7. How has the election of President-elect Barack Obama impacted the diverse people of the United States?   Provide examples and reflect upon your own background. 
8. How can you use the story and life of President-elect Barack Obama to empower yourself to succeed in school and to achieve your academic and personal goals?

9. How can you be an ambassador of hope and change?

This curriculum guide provides activities, resources and lessons ideas related to Inauguration Day 2009.  We hope that you will find these resources helpful.  Please feel free to adapt and modify any of the suggestions and activities included to meet your instructional goals, students’ needs and interests.  

Please note that several of the activities included in this guide can be adapted for multiple school levels (elementary, middle, or high) and so may be included in more than one section.
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Inauguration Weekend and 
Inauguration Day Schedule of Events
Saturday, January 17, 2009:  President-elect Obama, Vice President-elect Biden, and their families will travel by train to Washington, DC.  On their way, the President-elect and Vice President-elect will host events in Philadelphia, PA, Wilmington, DE, and Baltimore, MD.  

Sunday, January 18, 2009: An official welcome event will be hosted on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial at 2:30 p.m.   

Monday, January 19, 2009: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day:  President-elect Obama and Vice President-elect Biden will take part in numerous activities on this national Day of Service to honor Dr. King’s legacy.  The Inauguration Eve Concert will be held in the evening at the Verizon Center in Washington, DC.  This concert will be broadcast on ABC and The Disney Channel from 8:00-9:30 pm.
Tuesday, January 20, 2009:  Inauguration Day:  Swearing-In Ceremony, Inaugural Parade, and Inaugural Balls
· 5-7:00 am:  Morning news shows on Capitol Hill set up for the event 

· 11:30 am:  Swearing-in Ceremony; held on the West front of the U.S. Capitol.
· Musical selection:  United States Marine Band, the San Francisco Boys Chorus, and the San Francisco Girls Chorus 
· Call to Order and Welcoming Remarks: Senator Dianne Feinstein 

· Invocation: Dr. Rick Warren 

· Musical selection:  Aretha Franklin
· Vice President-elect Joe Biden will be sworn into office by Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, the Honorable John Paul Stevens
· Musical selection: John Williams, composer/arranger with Itzhak Perlman (violin), Yo-Yo Ma  (cello), Gabriela Montero (piano) and Anthony McGill (clarinet)
· 12:00 noon:  Oath of Office administered to President-elect Barack Obama by Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, the Honorable John G. Roberts, Jr.
· 12:05 pm:  Inaugural Address delivered by President Barack Obama.  

· Poem: Dr. Elizabeth Alexander 

· Benediction: The Reverend Dr. Joseph E. Lowery 

· The National Anthem: The United States Navy Band "Sea Chanters" 
· 1:00 pm:  Inaugural Luncheon with President Obama, Vice President Biden, their families, and honored guests.
· 2:00 pm:  Inaugural Parade down Pennsylvania Avenue from the U.S. Capitol to the White House.  

· Evening:  Official Inaugural Balls
The Washington Post and the Presidential Inauguration Committee have additional information about Inauguration Weekend and Inauguration Day events.  Schools should instruct their onsite instructional technology specialists to have laptops and projectors, televisions, and/or radios set up in designated areas around the school depending on the technological capabilities in their schools.  

INAUGURATION DAY 2009

LESSON MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Social Studies/ELA Lessons
Trace the Steps to the Presidency:  All about President-elect Obama

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: President-elect Barack Obama worked hard to campaign for the Presidency, but there were many steps before the campaign that led to his election.  Imagine that you want to run for President someday.  What are three things you can do right now to help pave the way to your success? 

Resources:  A biography of President-elect Obama can be found at the change.gov website.  Project Vote Smart provides a list of important events and information in President-elect Obama’s life which can be found here.   
If I were Malia or Sasha Obama…

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies—journal activity
Activity Summary: Malia Obama told her dad that she plans on sitting at the desk of President Abraham Lincoln when she does her homework! Imagine how your life would be different if you lived at the White House.  What might you like about living in the White House, and what might you dislike? If you were Malia, 10, or Sasha Obama, 7, and could give a speech about how to improve children's lives, what are three ideas you would include?
Dear President Obama…

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Write a letter to the new president either as a class or individually.  In your letter, include the goals you would like to see President Obama achieve and your best wishes to the president and his family.  You can mail your letters to the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 20500.
Resources:  For a more detailed lesson plan from Education World, follow this link.  Also, visit the White House official contact information page.   

Letters to the First Daughters

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Write a letter to Malia and Sasha Obama to ask about their expectations for their father’s presidency.  What issues are important to the First Daughters and why? Letters to Malia and Sasha Obama can be sent to the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 20500.  

Be President for a Day!

Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: Apply to be President for a day!  What would you do during your day as president?  Who would you meet with?  Discuss the duties of the president after the inauguration. How do the day-to-day duties of the president support the agenda established during the inaugural speech?

Resources:  The PBS Kids online application to be President for a Day can be found here.  A Scholastic worksheet can be found here.  

The Oath of Office

Subject/Skill: Social Studies, ELA
Activity Summary: Read and discuss the oath of office.  What are the most significant aspects of the oath of office?  What is the new president promising to do? The Presidential Oath of Office can be found at the Library of Congress’ website. Scholastic’s vocabulary worksheet about the Oath of Office can be found here. 
Be a Mentor for the President-elect

Subject/Skill: Social Studies—journal activity
Activity Summary: Successful people, such as Barack Obama, often have "mentors" who help guide them to make good decisions. A mentor is a wise and trusted counselor or teacher.  Think about three people who have helped shape who you are and have supported your dreams.  In what ways have they helped you? If you could choose anyone in the world as a mentor, who would you choose, and why? If you were President-elect Obama’s mentor, what kind of advice would you give him?
Inauguration Interview

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: If you were able to interview the President for your school newspaper, what questions would you ask and why? 

Resources:  A detailed lesson plan for this activity can be found at Education World. 
Arts Lessons
Portrait of the President

Subject/Skill: Social Studies, Arts
Activity Summary: Study pictures of President-elect Obama and create portraits of Obama to be displayed for a gallery walk.
Resources: For a more detailed lesson plan from Education World, please follow this link. 
Inaugural Pennants
Subject/Skill: Social Studies, Arts
Activity Summary: Design a souvenir pennant for the 2009 inauguration.  Study pennants designed for previous inaugurations.  What symbols will you use that reflect what President Obama’s presidency will bring?
Resources: Examples of souvenir pennants from past inauguration events are available here at the Education World website.


INAUGURATION DAY 2009

LESSON MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

MIDDLE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Social Studies/ELA Lessons
Trace the Steps to the Presidency:  All about President-elect Obama

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies—journal activity
Activity Summary: President-elect Barack Obama worked hard in his campaign for the Presidency, but there were many steps before the campaign that led to his election.  What was unique about the strategies utilized by President Obama to mobilize the country?  How can you use those strategies to achieve one of your own or your school’s objectives?  What are three things you can do right now to help pave the way to your success? 

Resources:  A biography of President-elect Obama can be found here.  Project Vote Smart provides a list of important events and information in President-elect Obama’s life which can be found here.   
Why is the election of President-elect Obama significant? 
Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: This activity can be a journal or discussion activity.  Discuss with your students or encourage your students to write about why President-elect Obama’s inauguration is significant.  What is special about this President?  How did President-elect Obama reach this place in his life?  What does this mean for the future of our country?
If I were Malia and Sasha...

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies—journal activity
Activity Summary: Malia Obama told her dad that she plans on sitting at the desk of President Abraham Lincoln when she does her homework! Imagine how your life would  be different if you lived at the White House. What might you like about living in the White House, and what might you dislike?  If you were Malia,10, or Sasha Obama, 7, and could give a speech about how to improve children's lives, what are three ideas you would include?
Dear President Obama…

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Write a letter to the new president either as a class or individually.  In your letter, include the goals you would like to see President Obama achieve and good wishes to the president and his family.  You can mail your letters to the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 20500.
Resources:  For a more detailed lesson plan from Education World, follow this link.  Also, visit the official White House contact information page.   


Be President for a Day!

Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: Apply to be President for a day!  What activities would you do during your day as president?  Who would you meet with?  Discuss the duties of the president which follow the inauguration. How do the day-to-day duties of the President support the agenda established during the inaugural speech?

Resources:  The PBS Kids online application to be President for a Day can be found here.  

Inauguration Poetry

Subject/Skill: ELA
Activity Summary: Dr. Elizabeth Alexander is delivering the Inaugural Poem for the 2009 Inauguration.  Research Dr. Alexander and theorize the reasons that you believe the President chose her.  Imagine that you were invited to deliver a poetry reading at President-elect Obama’s inauguration.  Write a poem or a rap presenting a vision for America's future.
Resources:  The poem written and read by Maya Angelou at President Bill Clinton’s inauguration in 1993 can be found here.   A link to Dr. Elizabeth Alexander’s work and information about Dr. Alexander can be found here.  
Words that Point the Way

Subject/Skill: ELA

Activity Summary: Books are important to Barack Obama.  He has written two memoirs, and often speaks about books that inform or inspire him (such as Team of Rivals, by Doris Kearns Goodwin, about how President Abraham Lincoln chose former opponents to serve on his Cabinet).  Write about a book that has inspired you or helped you make a decision.  Read Dreams from My Father and write a paper about the people and events that you believe most shaped Obama's life. 

Write Your Own Inauguration Speech

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Encourage students to write their own inauguration speech.  Decide on your top issues.  Why are these issues important to you?  How would you convey your ideas to America?  What words would you choose to best present your ideas?
 “I do solemnly swear…”

Subject/Skill: ELA
Activity Summary: Read and discuss the oath of office. It may seem like a simple statement but it is very important.  What is the new president promising to do?  What are some key words?  Why do you think these key words were chosen as part of the oath?  If you were to change the oath of office, what would your oath of office say and why?

Resources:  The Presidential Oath of Office can be found at the Library of Congress’ website. Education World has a more detailed lesson plan and materials which can be accessed here.   

Letters to the First Daughters

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Write a letter to Malia and Sasha Obama to ask about their expectations for their father’s presidency.  What issues are important to the First Daughters and why?  Letters to Malia and Sasha Obama can be sent to the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 20500.  
Be a Mentor for the President-elect

Subject/Skill: Social Studies—journal activity
Activity Summary: Successful people, such as Barack Obama, often have "mentors" who help guide them to make good decisions. A mentor is a wise and trusted counselor or teacher.  Who are three people who have helped shape you and have supported your dreams?  If you could choose anyone in the world as a mentor, who would you choose, and why? If you were President-elect Obama’s mentor, what kind of advice would you give him?

Inauguration Firsts Trivia Hunt

Subject/Skill: ELA, Technology

Activity Summary: Encourage students to find fascinating firsts and facts about past U.S. presidential inaugurations.  Share with classmates and ask questions about what is learned.

Resources: A more detailed lesson plan and materials can be found at the Education World website.   
Inauguration Interview

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: If you were able to interview President Obama for your school newspaper, what are the five most important questions you would ask?  What do students at your school most want to know about President Obama?  

Resources:  A detailed lesson plan for this activity can be found at Education World. 
Inauguration and the Media

Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: Have students watch the local and national news broadcasts of the inauguration and create a chart to compare and contrast the two types of broadcasts. What role do the media play in public opinion about the inauguration?  Encourage students to keep a scrapbook of news articles and important stories related to the inauguration.  Also have students track media coverage of the presidential inauguration in various types of media – television, print, and online.  How is coverage different among media sources?  How is coverage similar?  

Resources: Education World has a more detailed lesson plan that can be found here.  PBS provides a more detailed lesson plan that can be found here.   
Inauguration Day Reporting

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Designate class or school reporters to cover the inauguration and report stories surrounding inaugural events.

Lessons with Technology
Inauguration Voices: VoiceThread
Subject/Skill: Technology, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Interested teachers and their students can join the Inauguration Day Voices group which was created to try to capture the voices of individuals exploring and expressing their own perspectives on this historic event by responding to President Obama’s mantra, “Yes We Can,” and calling on students to share their thoughts on what it is they think we can do.
Resources: The VoiceThread homepage can be found here. If you are a currently registered user, sign in, or register for an account by clicking “Join Now.” Once logged in you will land on your 'MyVoice' page and will see a number of VoiceThread tutorials in your default view. Click on the button that says 'Showing All' and select Inauguration Day Voices from the drop down menu; you will see all of the VoiceThreads being shared by participants.
Inauguration Day.notebook
Subject/Skill: Technology, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Use SMARTBoards to facilitate discussions in your class and answer the following prompts: 1) Discuss the purpose of Primary Election Day, Election Day and Inauguration Day. Note similarities and differences. 2) Discuss the three major events on Inauguration Day. 3) Examine the Presidential and Vice Presidential Oaths of Office, learn new vocabulary and contrast and compare. 4) Research prior Presidential Inaugurations and compare traditions.
Resources: A complete lesson can be downloaded at the Inauguration Day.notebook link.  Note that SMARTBoard software must be installed in order to access this link.
Inaugural Discussions on Voki

Subject/Skill: Technology, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Encourage students to write and deliver an inaugural address or comment on President-elect Obama’s address using Voki.  Students create avatars representing themselves and interact with other students in their school communities.
Resources: Voki enables students to express themselves on the web using a talking character. Students can customize their Voki to look like and/or take on the identity of many other types of human and nonhuman characters. Vokis can speak with the student’s own voice which is added via microphone, upload, or phone. Students can also choose to insert text and have the Voki use a variety of existing voices with more than a dozen different male and female accents to choose from.  Once the student Voki’s are created, they can be inserted into a class blog, wiki, website, and more.  From there the school community can comment on and discuss one another’s work and keep the conversation going.

Arts Lessons
Inaugural Balls

Subject/Skill: Social Studies, Arts

Activity Summary:  1) List all of this year’s Inaugural Balls.  Who will be invited to attend and to perform?  What is the background of the new White House Social Secretary, Ms. Desiree Rogers?  What do these balls suggest about the incoming administration?  2) Find out about the first “official ball” and for which president it was held.  What has changed over the years?  3) What kinds of balls are held today and how many does the president attend?  4) Why are people so interested in what the First Lady will wear to the balls?  5) Which presidents attended lavish affairs and which did not?  Why?  6)  Students can also design dresses and costumes for this year’s inaugural balls.

Portrait of the President

Subject/Skill: Social Studies, Arts
Activity Summary: Study pictures of President-elect Obama and create portraits of Obama to be displayed for a gallery walk.  
Resources: For a more detailed lesson plan from Education World, please follow this link. 
Inaugural Pennants

Subject/Skill: Social Studies, Arts
Activity Summary: Design a souvenir pennant for the 2009 inauguration.  Study pennants designed for previous inaugurations.  What symbols will you use that reflect what President Obama’s presidency will bring?
Resources: Examples of souvenir pennants from past inauguration events are available at the Education World site here.


INAUGURATION DAY 2009

LESSON MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Social Studies/ELA Lessons
Trace the Steps to the Presidency:  All about President-elect Obama

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies—journal activity
Activity Summary: President-elect Barack Obama worked hard in his campaign for the Presidency, but there were many steps before the campaign that led to his election.  Imagine that you want to run for President someday.  What are three things you can do right now to help pave the way to your success? In your opinion, why was President-elect Obama’s campaign successful?  What are three important events in his life that contributed to this success?
Resources:  A biography of President-elect Obama can be found here.  Project Vote Smart provides a list of important events and information in President-elect Obama’s life which can be found here.   
Why is President-elect Obama’s Inauguration Significant?

Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: This activity can be a journal or discussion activity.  Discuss with your students or encourage your students to write about why President-elect Obama’s inauguration is significant.  What is special about this President?  How did President-elect Obama reach this place in his life?  What does this mean for the future of our country?

Dear President Obama…

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Write a letter to the new president either as a class or individually.  In your letter, include the goals you would like to see President Obama achieve and good wishes to the president and his family.  You can mail your letters to the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 20500.
Resources:  For a more detailed lesson plan from Education World, follow this link.  Also, visit the official White House contact information page.   


Exploring President Obama’s Cabinet

Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: President-elect Obama is convening one of the most diverse cabinets in United States history. Find more information about the cabinet members who have been selected. Why do you think they have been selected?  What kinds of experience do they bring to their roles?  Why do you think the new president has convened such a diverse cabinet?  What might this say about his vision or leadership style? Why do you think that this is an important change?  What other cabinet positions have been filled? How many members make up a president’s cabinet and what are their key responsibilities?  Are there some cabinet positions that have more prominence or importance than others?  Why?  Find out about the importance of the president’s cabinet regarding the line of succession.  If you could be Cabinet Secretary, which post would you choose and why?  What would you set as your top priorities?  

Resources:  For the most up-to-date information regarding President-elect Obama’s cabinet appointments, please see the CBS News website here.

Inauguration Poetry

Subject/Skill: ELA
Activity Summary: Dr. Elizabeth Alexander is delivering the Inaugural Poem for the 2009 Inauguration.  Research Dr. Alexander and theorize the reasons that you believe the President-elect chose her.  Imagine that you were invited to deliver a poetry reading at President-elect Obama’s Inauguration.  Write a poem or a rap presenting a vision for America's future.
Resources:  The poem written and read by Maya Angelou at President Bill Clinton’s inauguration in 1993 can be found here.  A link to Dr. Elizabeth Alexander’s work and information about Dr. Alexander can be found here.  
Be a Mentor for the President-elect

Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: Successful people, such as Barack Obama, often have "mentors" who help guide them to make good decisions. A mentor is a wise and trusted counselor or teacher.  Think of three people who have helped shape you and have supported your dreams.  If you could choose anyone in the world as a mentor, who would you choose, and why? If you were President-elect Obama’s mentor, what kind of advice would you give him?

Words that Point the Way

Subject/Skill: ELA

Activity Summary: Books are important to Barack Obama.  He has written two memoirs, and often speaks about books that inform or inspire him (such as Team of Rivals, by Doris Kearns Goodwin, about how Abraham Lincoln chose former opponents to serve on his Cabinet).  Write about a book that has inspired you or helped you make a decision.  Read Dreams from My Father and write a paper about people and events that you feel most shaped Obama's life. 


Inauguration Firsts Trivia Hunt

Subject/Skill: ELA, Technology

Activity Summary: Encourage students to find fascinating firsts and facts about past U.S. presidential inaugurations.  Discuss the relevance or importance of these “firsts” and share what is learned.

Resources: A more detailed lesson plan and materials can be found at the Education World website.   

Inauguration Interview

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: If you were able to interview President Obama for your school newspaper, what are the five most important questions you would ask?  What do students at your school most want to know about President Obama?  
Resources:  A detailed lesson plan for this activity can be found at Education World. 
Inauguration and the Media

Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: Have students watch the local and national news broadcasts of the inauguration and create a chart to compare and contrast the two types of broadcasts. What role do the media play in public opinion about the inauguration?  Encourage students to keep a scrapbook of news articles and important stories related to the inauguration.  Also have students track media coverage of the presidential inauguration through various types of media – television, print, and online.  How does coverage differ among media sources?  How is coverage similar?  

Resources: Education World has a more detailed lesson plan that can be found here.  PBS provides a more detailed lesson plan that can be found here.   
Inauguration Day Reporting

Subject/Skill: ELA, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Designate class or school reporters to cover the inauguration and report stories surrounding important inaugural events.
The Constitution and Inauguration

Subject/Skill: Social Studies
Activity Summary: How does the Constitution outline the basis for the inauguration?

Resources:  PBS has a more detailed lesson plan that can be found here. 

Lessons with Technology
Inauguration Voices: VoiceThread
Subject/Skill: Technology, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Interested teachers and their students can join the Inauguration Day Voices group which was created to try to capture the voices of individuals exploring and expressing their own perspectives on this historic event by responding to President Obama’s mantra, “Yes We Can…,” and calling on students to share their thoughts on what it is they think we can do.
Resources: The VoiceThread homepage can be found here. If you are a currently registered user, sign in, or register for an account by clicking “Join Now.” Once logged in you will land on your 'MyVoice' page and will see a number of VoiceThread tutorials in your default view. Click on the button that says 'Showing All' and select Inauguration Day Voices from the drop down menu; you will see all of the VoiceThreads being shared by participants.
Inauguration Day.notebook

Subject/Skill: Technology, Social Studies
Activity Summary: Use SMARTBoards to facilitate discussions in your class and answer the following prompts: 1) Discuss the purpose of Primary Election Day, Election Day and Inauguration Day. Note similarities and differences. 2) Discuss the three major events on Inauguration Day. 3) Examine the Presidential and Vice Presidential Oaths of Office, learn new vocabulary and contrast and compare. 4) Research prior Presidential Inaugurations and compare traditions.

Resources: A complete lesson can be downloaded at the Inauguration Day.notebook link.  Note that SMARTBoard software must be installed in order to access this link.

Arts Lessons
Inaugural Balls

Subject/Skill: Social Studies, Arts

Activity Summary: 1) List all of this year’s Inaugural Balls.  Who will be invited to attend and to perform?  What is the background of the new White House Social Secretary, Ms. Desiree Rogers?  What do these balls suggest about the incoming administration?  2) Find out about the first “official ball” and for which president it was held.  What changed over the years?  3) What kinds of balls are held today and how many does the president attend?  4) Why are people so interested in what the First Lady will wear to the balls?  5) Which presidents attended lavish affairs and which did not?  Why?  6) Students can also design dresses and costumes for this year’s inaugural balls.

Portrait of the President

Subject/Skill: Social Studies, Arts
Activity Summary: Study pictures of President-elect Obama and create portraits of Obama to be displayed for a gallery walk.

Resources: For a more detailed lesson plan from Education World, please follow this link. 
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Additional Resources and Information
These are just some ideas to inspire innovative educators in their upcoming work with students during this historical inauguration year. Please contribute feedback, other ideas, or share your experience implementing any of these ideas at the Inauguration Day Activities discussion on ARIS.  You can sign in using your NYC DOE email username and password.  
Tags/Keywords: Inauguration, Inauguration 2009, Inauguration day, Inaugural lesson, Presidential inauguration lesson, classroom activities, Renzulli, SMARTBoards, VoiceThread, Voki
Additional Resources and Information for Inauguration Materials
General Information
· The District of Columbia has its own inauguration web site: http://www.inauguration.dc.gov/index.asp
· The President-elect has created a web site with weekly videos, a blog, and information about the new administration: http://change.gov
· The official Presidential Inaugural Committee has a website of its own with photos of the preparations, a full schedule of inaugural events, blog, newsroom, and updates regarding inaugural events http://www.pic2009.org/content/home/
· A slideshow of the building of the inaugural platform: http://inaugural.senate.gov/2009/slideshow-platformconstruction.cfm
· Biographies of former presidents: http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/presidents
· The Washington Post has a section dedicated to all inaugural events: http://voices.washingtonpost.com/inauguration-central/ 
Activity and Lesson Plan Links
· Education World has created a special web site with lesson plans and activities related to the inauguration: http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson219.shtml
· Scholastic has lesson plans and materials for Inauguration Day: http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=490 and http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/teach.jsp
· Scholastic also has a site dedicated specifically to teaching resources about President-elect Obama: http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3751099 
· The PBS Kids President for a Day application: http://pbskids.org/democracy/presforaday/index.html 

· The PBS guide to inauguration lessons: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/inauguration/teacher.html 

· The text of the Oath of Office can be found at the Library of Congress website: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/pihtml/pioaths.html 
· The New York Times has a list of lesson plans related to Election 2008: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/issues_in_depth/20080204.html 
· Project Vote Smart provides a list of important dates in President-elect Obama’s life: http://www.votesmart.org/bio.php?can_id=BS030017 

· The text of the poem written by Maya Angelou for the 1993 inauguration of President Bill Clinton: http://poetry.eserver.org/angelou.html 

· Information about Dr. Elizabeth Alexander and the text of her inaugural poem: http://www.elizabethalexander.net/home.html 
· The official White House contact information page: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

· The official White House Kids page: http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/ 

· CBS provides up-to-date information about President-elect Obama’s cabinet: http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2008/11/07/politics/main4583057.shtml 

Technology Links

· The VoiceThread home page: http://voicethread.com/#home 

· The SmartBoards Inauguration in the Classroom blog: http://blogs.region4.nycenet.edu/communities/smartboard/archive/category/2403.aspx  

· Link to Inauguration Day.notebook: http://theinnovativeeducator.wikispaces.com/file/view/Inauguration+Day+.notebook 

· Voki homepage: http://www.voki.com/ 
· Renzulli Learning has created an easy-to-use online assignment template with activities and resources for teachers to supplement classroom activities surrounding this January’s historic Presidential Inauguration. 

· To use the Renzulli Inauguration template (subscribing schools only):  

1. Log into your Renzulli Teacher page.

2. Click the "Lesson Planning and Differentiation" tab.

3. Click the green "Your Assignments" button. 

4. Click the orange "Create a New Assignment" button.

5. Click the green "Create a New Assignment from a Template" button.

6. From the drop down menu, click "Celebrate Inauguration Day"

7. Click the "Use this Template" button. 
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