Pearl Harbor — 7" December 1941

Japanese View

As we closed in, enemy antiaircraft fire began to concentrate on us. Dark gray
puffs burst all around. Most of them came from ships' batteries, but land
batteries were also active. Suddenly my plane bounced as if struck by a club.
When | looked back to see what had happened, the radioman said: 'The
fuselage is holed and the rudder wire damaged.' We were fortunate that the
plane was still under control, for it was imperative to fly a steady course as we
approached the target. Now it was nearly time for 'Ready to release,’ and |
concentrated my attention on the lead plane to note the instant his bomb was
dropped. Suddenly a cloud came between the bombsight and the target, and
just as | was thinking that we had already overshot, the lead plane banked
slightly and turned right toward Honolulu. We had missed the release point
because of the cloud and would have to try again.

Commander Mitsuo Fuchida




US View

Activities

Curriculum Level 4, 5

Describe what the attack on Pearl Harbor
was like for

a. US sailors and b. Japanese pilots.

Curriculum Level 6+

How useful are these sources in
explaining what the attack on Pearl Harbor
was like for US sailors and Japanese
pilots?

| made my way to the quay
and started to remove my
shoes when | suddenly found
myself in the water. | think
the concussion of a bomb
threw me in. | started
swimming for the pipe line
which was about one
hundred and fifty feet away. |
was about half way when my
strength gave out entirely. My
clothes and shocked
condition sapped my
strength, and | was about to
go under when Major Shapley
started to swim by, and
seeing my distress, grasped
my shirt and told me to hang
to his shoulders while he
swam in.

The railings, as we ascended,
were very hot and as we reached
the boat deck | noted that it was
torn up and burned. The bodies of
the dead were thick, and badly
burned men were heading for the
quarterdeck, only to fall apparently
dead or badly wounded. The
Major and | went between No. 3
and No. 4 turret to the starboard
side and found Lieutenant
Commander Fuqua ordering the
men over the side and assisting
the wounded. He seemed
exceptionally calm and the Major
stopped and they talked for a
moment. Charred bodies were
everywhere.




