School visits Israel without Iemnng neighborhood
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r Levwer Bast Side and the Middle
East are now jus a few keystmkes
awiay al 5 20, a school tmcked way
ivwn in Disinci | on Essex Street,

You can hear the exciement in Chap-
ter Leades Adasn Baskin's voice as he
talks phowt the new teleconierencmg po-
gram that is lnking te school with an
tsraeli school, and “lstes, hopefully, with
a Palestmaan ome,” e sasd.

“We'pe communicating with owur cof-
I.l:lgl.ninhl:nl.lhdmll'unw“ml.‘-:d
wilh the thaeal of temomnsm and engage
activilies thal promole iolermance and
peace,” Baskin continued. A compuies
iescher, he's also exciled about the viden
confereacing capahilitics hooked up on
two comipaiers in the school™s milt-me-
i Isbrary.

Eveniually stodents will be junmg in
om the confencnos. For now, just the stafl
is invodved. Par of the tmining, proveded
om site by Teachers College of Colimmbia
University, is lesming bow o engage
shmbents m the project

“PS M is n gosnd e school,”
Baskin saic “The kids were tirsumaticed
on W11 amd 14 of them lost famly mem-
bers, mosily 5 Windows On The World,
W' ve seen signs of anxecly and insscun-
1y. During our socond irsining we dsd re-
|nxateen amd bedeedback excrosess 1o beait
horw o wirk with children to belp alleviale
iheir anxiety amd help them el sile ™

Acoonling io Principal Leonard Gal-
ubchick, the Maily Mews and The Wi-
dnger ram artickes on vw The schiool wis
handling griel. “Columbia picked up on
the stovies and contacted us. We'ne the
pilot schixd and we'ne involving JHS 76
im the project, which is bemg lamded by
Thie Mew York Times Foundation

“We thoughi il woirld be 8 great proj-
el Ciodubchick continued. “COn the
acdult level we'ne handling beresvemeni
counseling; eventisally we'll deal with
hamdling conllict and with conflict reso-
st Thai's about & year nwny. We
hiope o haree some conversalion with
Palestinian cducators suon, bl becaiese

. v

hldﬂhh“ﬁdﬂﬂ“iﬁﬂﬁhﬂ.inﬂlﬁﬂlﬂlﬁhﬁ
the ABCs of teleconferending. Sinnding frem lefi are librarion Marysss Veedes, (hapier Leader Adom
Baskin, guidance counselor Sar Rivere, |5-grade teachar April Yea and Principal Lesesed Galubchick.
Tealed are social workes Mikki Pedroyes (keht) and dth-grode ieadr Debbin Copic, whe co-cheirs the

thapies with Baskin.

of the hmmoil §i's nol comang acniss il
ithis poami ™

Gohehchick praised the stafl members
imvaolved in the project and the stall™s
dedicalivmn i !'I'LII':IIJ — e school
toppesd Diistrict 1 in resding and math
scowes (his year.

Chapier Leader Baskm creduled ihe
school’s suceess in part wiih the stromg
coopermtion between the smon and od
ministration. O Goluhchick is on
board with the umion and honors cvery
linez of the LUFT contract.” be saod.

“What do you expect’™ said Liod-
uhchick, a former chapier lesder and now
CSA chair for District 1. “My father was
an oiganizer for the Retail & Wholesale
Departmeni Swwe Workers Union ansd
my grandfather belped found ihe Iniema
tbnal Ladbes” Garment Workers” Union.

| baven'l escaped the amion,”™ he laughed

Eefore bringing studenss infa the prejed, the
sl b e conferemdeg with sbeal
peychintrishs, prychologivt ond teedery in Bl
Meiv and Jenmalem.
“Tirmile undomism is i my ood.™

So while the staff and shudents gel
ready I:n.llkhw[::n::.ud lolérinee on &
glivhal scale, theie's peace amd derance
al o a1 P53




